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Governor’s Message – Bill Elliott -
At the recent General Board of Assistants Meeting (5-8 September 2024 in Asheville, North 
Carolina), the following GSMD Member Society Commentation Award was announced. 
 
Recognising David Joseph Magee  

The Australian Society of Mayflower Descendants Inc. (AUSMD) 
seeks to nominate our Treasurer, David Magee, for a GSMD Member 
Society Commendation Award to recognise his work in both 
transforming our financial systems and guiding the adoption of 
Microsoft 365 throughout our Society.
 
As a small Society, all costs need to be examined carefully, and David 
promoted our adoption of the Microsoft 365 provided free for not-for-
profit corporations like AUSMD, for both improving our 
communication and centralising our data collection and storage. We 
now hold all meetings on Microsoft Teams and have been provided 
with 25 licences for the Microsoft 365 suite of programs incorporating 
cloud storage which can be used by all BOA members and those 
active on our various committees. David has guided this technology 
adoption and become our unofficial IT guru.

As the Australian Society needs to operate both in Australian dollars and US dollars, the Treasurer’s role and 
our banking procedures are rather more complex than might be the case for societies operating in a single 
currency. David has led the adoption of QuickBooks by AUSMD to cover these functions, as we need to 
maintain accounts in both currencies.



David has also been very effective in assisting and writing clear instructions for people needing to deposit into 

our accounts in alternate currencies, as well as providing helpful instruction for those joining in our Microsoft 

365 links.

 
The resourcefulness that David Magee has shown in the implementation of operating systems and processes, 

has brought rigour and clarity to our administration as we move forward as a new Mayflower Society.

 Photo taken at the General Board of Assistants Meeting (5-8 
September 2024 in Asheville, North Carolina) 

Nancy Soule (Chairman of the Awards Committee), Lee Woody 
(Governor of Virginia Mayflower Society) and Jane Schleinzer 
(Member at Large, AUSMD DGG) who accepted the award on 

David's behalf.
 

In the back row at the management table are Chris Schlosser 
(Member at Large), Collier Weise (Captain General) both are 
members of AUSMD, Jim Wheaton (Councillor General) and 

Bart Henson (Treasurer General).

Governor’s Message – Bill Elliott
A Major Milestone for AUSMD in August 2024

As the newest Mayflower Society and the first in the southern hemisphere, the Australian Society of Mayflower 

Descendants Inc (AUSMD) reached an important milestone with the admission as a full member of our 

previously junior member Matilda Lea. Matilda is a George Soule descendant and perhaps even more 

importantly for those of us in Australia, she is the granddaughter of Orel Lea, one of our most enthusiastic 

Charter Members who sadly passed away in May 2023.

 
For any Mayflower Society it is important to nurture our junior members (we have 7 AUSMD Junior members) 

and encourage them to be the future of our society. Thus, it is important for us to encourage parents and 

grandparents to sign up their offspring as juniors, so they can become aware of the Mayflower story, 

particularly as in Australia, where unlike the USA, 1620 and the Mayflower are not celebrated in our education 

systems.

 
We are very proud of Matilda’s contribution to the society as a junior and look forward to her taking an active 

role in the work of AUSMD in the future.

Welcome Matilda Lea and congratulations !!

 
Editors note: Did you happen to read Matilda's letter on our website - 

https://www.mayflowersociety.org.au/post/our-first-junior-member-earns-mayflower-descendant-status 



The final arrangements for  
AUSMD Annual AGM  

 It will be held on 12 October 2024 in 

The Courtyard Room, 

at the Customs House Hotel, 161 Nelson Place, 

Williamstown, Victoria.

Brian Haynes (Local Historian) will be our Guest 

speaker during lunch

Cost for AGM including morning tea and 2 

course 

Gourmet lunch is $85.00. 

Menu will be provided at a later date.

 Additional activities (currently being planned) for 

Friday and Sunday till lunchtime (additonal cost), 

may include:

tour of The National Gallery of Victoria

walk around historical Williamstown

Ferry ride back to Melbourne Southbank 

Promenade

Casual Dinner at Southbank

Casual Dinner in Williamstown

Please contact secretary@mayflowersociety.org.au

Booking form - click here

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=YWWyWm0QhAeR_zzW-1cCLYW1q8ADsx23ZO7d6t7MyMA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9jdXN0b21zaG91c2Vob3RlbC5jb20uYXUvIiwiciI6IjYxYjE2YTQzLWU1ZTQtNGU1Mi00NTAxLWUxOWExMmEyOGI2ZCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6ImFiNzZjZjRlLTAyYjMtNDhmYy04YTQwLWFkNmFmMDc2YjQyMSJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=oDWqPKh9bYybs-0GLu0Ntqy2eZ_FJwnHUtmf-tGlcKo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmd2LnZpYy5nb3YuYXUvIiwiciI6IjYxYjE2YTQzLWU1ZTQtNGU1Mi00NTAxLWUxOWExMmEyOGI2ZCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6ImFiNzZjZjRlLTAyYjMtNDhmYy04YTQwLWFkNmFmMDc2YjQyMSJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=xki5czDITilrPRmtekY_X7v5PV93T6UaC85cTVqKj7E.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnNlY3JldGFyeUBtYXlmbG93ZXJzb2NpZXR5Lm9yZy5hdSIsInIiOiI2MWIxNmE0My1lNWU0LTRlNTItNDUwMS1lMTlhMTJhMjhiNmQiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJhYjc2Y2Y0ZS0wMmIzLTQ4ZmMtOGE0MC1hZDZhZjA3NmI0MjEifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=lAq0zp5TGadDjZZKLf87I39fOqPJ3GaMVxB8iY_E1Bg.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8wMGZkZTgwMy0yMThjLTQ0MmUtOWQ5MC0wZWRhMGRlNjAyZDEudXNyZmlsZXMuY29tL3VnZC81OGMwNDBfZTY5MjlmY2RmYzE3NDUxMDk2YzZjMjcwOWQ4NmQzMDIuZG9jeD9kbj1BR00lMjAyMDI0JTIwLSUyMEJPT0tJTkclMjBGT1JNJTIwRklOQUwuZG9jeCIsInIiOiI4OTkyZTJiNC0xMzZiLTRhZjEtYzdlYy1mYjU3N2QyY2JlYzUiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJhYjc2Y2Y0ZS0wMmIzLTQ4ZmMtOGE0MC1hZDZhZjA3NmI0MjEifQ


New Monthly Activities for AUSMD Members -Pilgrim 101 and Cousins Coffee
 

We have some new initiatives to help keep AUSMD members in touch and also help us all

to learn more about our Pilgrim ancestors and their lives.

 

Many of you attended the first Pilgrim 101 talk presented live by our Member at Large, Beth

Lambright on 17 August, entitled Saints, Strangers, and Sources: How Do We Know What

We Know. The next Pilgrim 101 session will be held online at 10 AM on Saturday 19

October, and will be entitled Kings, Cardinals and Churches: Reformation in the

Countryside, and will be presented by Bruce Harrington immediate past Mayflower

Governor of Washington state. It will be held a week after our AGM in Williamstown in

Victoria and will be a great follow-on for those who have had a chance to meet each other

at our AGM and the surrounding social weekend. We hope to have a lot of members

attending the AGM on Saturday 12 October and some of the associated activities, between

Friday 11 October and Sunday 13 October.

 

This Pilgrim 101 series was devised jointly by the Pacific Northwest Mayflower societies,

Oregon and Washington state, and delivered by Beth and Bruce to their members last year.

It was very well received there, and they began thinking about recording the sessions so

that they could be offered to members of other Mayflower societies. Australia has been the

first to take up this opportunity, to learn a little bit more of our forebears. We are hoping

shortly that the first part of the series will be able to be accessed by members on our

website. Included in the information was a valuable listing of links to Mayflower records,

including suggestions for those who wanted to read further.

 

Starting on Saturday 14 September at 10 AM we will be holding the first of our Cousins

Coffee mornings. This is to allow Mayflower members whether in Australia or located

overseas to get together to learn about each other and also to have some discussion on

issues associated with their Mayflower Heritage. I am hoping that very many of you will be

able to attend on 14 September to meet your cousins!

 

The Cousins Coffee will be held every second month alternating with Pilgrim 101, and the

second Cousins Coffee will be held on Saturday 9 November at 10 AM Brisbane time. I am

looking forward to seeing you online for Pilgrim 101 and for the Cousins Coffee events !

 
Bill Elliott - Governor and DGG
The Australian Society of Mayflower Descendants Inc.



Our Next Pilgrim 101 will be held on Saturday 19th October 2024
Our Next Cousins Coffee will be held on Saturday 9th November 2024



 

Did you know the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants have a YouTube 
channel?
 
 You can locate it via - 
https://www.youtube.com/@mayflowersociety
 
You will find many interesting videos including 
some recipes where you can recreate the food of the 
Pilgrims.
 

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=qpF6195f5zzJX86EWml3NQexrk0viZMGfrTQjZGO3Co.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vQG1heWZsb3dlcnNvY2lldHkiLCJyIjoiZGU1NTNlNGYtMGQyMi00YWNhLTc1M2UtMDY2ZmMyMjI3YjYyIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiYWI3NmNmNGUtMDJiMy00OGZjLThhNDAtYWQ2YWYwNzZiNDIxIn0


 
If you would like to share your Member Profile please complete the template, located in the link below, and 

forward to secretary@mayflowersociety.org.au

Member Profile template link

Juniors membership news
 

Don't forget to check out all the resources on our AUSMD website 

or through the General Society of Mayflower Descendants

 

Members celebrations this quarter
Birthdays

Christine Schlosser - 19th July 

Cary Stone-Greenstein - 24th July

Jeanette Wells - 26th July

Steve Arnold - 6th August

Jessica Schleinzer - 12th August

Graham Andrews - 14th August

Colin Harrison - 15th August 

Greg Geoghegan - 23rd August

Marti Bobertz - 28th August

Christina Cannes - 2nd September

Bill Tooley - 5th September

Keenan Granger - 8th September

Richard Shaw - 11th September

Andrew Wells - 13th September

Victoria Newman - 19th September

Philip Keeslar - 21st September

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=g_dcp6x1Jjo629HE0KCEBXnp-8Ldkwgh1gJ9vAd7QTg.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnNlY3JldGFyeUBtYXlmbG93ZXJzb2NpZXR5Lm9yZy5hdSIsInIiOiJjNjIzODdlMS1mYTYxLTQ4YTctODgzNi0zZTFhM2M4ZDQwZTkiLCJtIjoibWFpbF9scCIsImMiOiJhYjc2Y2Y0ZS0wMmIzLTQ4ZmMtOGE0MC1hZDZhZjA3NmI0MjEifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=xExQqeZ2KRmL6rk5ntX29GUf-pdy7kdIJIdZri7s6RQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8wMGZkZTgwMy0yMThjLTQ0MmUtOWQ5MC0wZWRhMGRlNjAyZDEudXNyZmlsZXMuY29tL3VnZC81OGMwNDBfNGM2YWJkYTQzNDU5NDVhM2JhZmZlNjBjMWJmZDIwZjIuZG9jeD9kbj1CSU8lMjB0ZW1wbGF0ZS5kb2N4IiwiciI6ImFkYTZkNjhhLTk3ZDEtNDg2NC04YzRlLTU3NjU2YzVmNWFhYyIsIm0iOiJtYWlsX2xwIiwiYyI6ImFiNzZjZjRlLTAyYjMtNDhmYy04YTQwLWFkNmFmMDc2YjQyMSJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=_Wu_dLM96sG6mQ71CfM4NGBPvaKVICfAMXX_xiTKAiE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWF5Zmxvd2Vyc29jaWV0eS5vcmcuYXUvanVuaW9yLW1lbWJlcnMiLCJyIjoiNzEyNzg5YTUtNDBjZi00MTEzLWE5M2EtM2RlMDBlMTNmYjYzIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiYWI3NmNmNGUtMDJiMy00OGZjLThhNDAtYWQ2YWYwNzZiNDIxIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=_Wu_dLM96sG6mQ71CfM4NGBPvaKVICfAMXX_xiTKAiE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWF5Zmxvd2Vyc29jaWV0eS5vcmcuYXUvanVuaW9yLW1lbWJlcnMiLCJyIjoiNzEyNzg5YTUtNDBjZi00MTEzLWE5M2EtM2RlMDBlMTNmYjYzIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiYWI3NmNmNGUtMDJiMy00OGZjLThhNDAtYWQ2YWYwNzZiNDIxIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/59P6VzarP/c?w=u4wgXwmoiZLq1j0gsA5slVnEmzZiVFAmp_8w-phlDXI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90aGVtYXlmbG93ZXJzb2NpZXR5Lm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiNzEyNzg5YTUtNDBjZi00MTEzLWE5M2EtM2RlMDBlMTNmYjYzIiwibSI6Im1haWxfbHAiLCJjIjoiYWI3NmNmNGUtMDJiMy00OGZjLThhNDAtYWQ2YWYwNzZiNDIxIn0


Anniversaries
Bill and Chris Elliott
Keenan and Jesska Granger
Philip and Somwang Keeslar
James and Yoko Bottlinger
Jeanette and Andrew Wells
congratulations to all! 



 
 

The Australian Society of Mayflower 
Descendants, Inc.

governor@mayflowersociety.org.au

https://www.mayflowersociety.org.au

 

Proudly Affiliated with:

Federation of Australian Historical Societies - https://www.history.org.au/

History Queensland -  https://www.historyqueensland.org.au/

The Royal Historical Society of Queensland -  https://www.queenslandhistory.org/

 please check out their websites for information and news on upcoming events.

Follow Us
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